
  

    

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

    

     

 

   

     

  

  

 
 

* Jan. 1st- Jan. 3rd 

 Closed- Winter Break 
 

*January 6th  

Welcome to the New Year 
 

January 16th 

 Book Author Visit 
 

January 31st  

2020-2021 Open House/ 

STEM Science Fair 

 

 

 

 
 

Ace C.P.  1/1 

Isabelle B.  1/3 

Emma B.  1/22 

Michael F.  1/27 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

January is... 
 

* National Bath Safety Month 

* National Blood Donor Month 

* National Braille Literacy  

    Month 

* National Oatmeal Month 

* National Soup Month 

1/8        Bubble Bath Day 

1/14      Dress Up Your Pet Day 

1/16      Appreciate a Dragon Day 

1/18      Winnie the Pooh Day 

1/20      Dr. Martin Luther King  

               Day 

 

 

 

 

 
 

UPCOMING BIRTHDAY’S 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” 

~Jeremiah 29:11~ 
 

Welcome back to school for the New Year 2020!!!  We hope our families and kiddos had a relaxing and 

stress-free holiday, lots of good times and good food shared with family and friends, family traditions, music, 

fun outings, and just time to relax and reflect on all that we accomplished and were blessed with…we are 

truly grateful.   

 Now that we had a relaxing winter holiday break, we are ready to dive into the second half of our school 

year. For the month of January, the children will make friendship posters and decorate cupcakes in celebration 

of Dr. Martin Luther King’s birthday. We will also explore how other countries celebrate New Year’s . 

 

 

               

 

 
 
Houston author, Samantha Johnson, will be coming to 
Grace to read her and her husband’s Craig Johnson 
wonderful book entitled “You are Extraordinary” on 
Thursday, January 16th. “You Are “Extraordinary” is an 
inspiring reminder to treat others with kindness and live 
out the truth that you are loved! A letter to parents at 
the beginning of the book will encourage parents and 
caregivers and remind them that they're not alone. 
As the parents of a child with special needs, Craig and 
Samantha Johnson understand that kids who are a bit 
different from others sometimes need extra reassurance 
that God has an amazing purpose for them—not just 
despite their differences but because of them! The 
authors are the founders of Champions Club, an 
international ministry of Lakewood Church in 
Houston, Texas, for kids, teens, and adults with special 
needs. 
Purchasing a copy and having it personalized and 
autographed to your child,  
would be a great  
addition to your child’s book nook 
at home.  Order forms will be  
available in the Narthex. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

FULL STEAM AHEAD for our 3rd Annual Open House and 

STEAM Science Fair on Friday, January 31
st
 from 6:00 p.m. to 

7:30 p.m.   STEAM is an acronym that stands for Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math…seems like something 

preschoolers would be too young to embrace, but the contrary is 

true!!!   Our teachers engage our children in STEAM learning 

every day, even our littlest babies. Our infants enjoys hands on 

activities such as touch and feel sensory bags, our Toddlers are 

filled with excitement as their teachers make Glow in the Dark 

Water Bottles… the kiddos marvel at it as they observe, shake and 

explore, and our Pre-K 3’s & 4’s who create “snow” with white 

hair conditioner and baking soda and watch and feel the chemical 

changes that occur as the “snow” develops when they knead the 

ingredients.  Activities like these occur in our classrooms every 

day.   You engage in STEAM activities with your children every 

day at home as well… When you take nature walks with the 

family and marvel at the wonders outside. When your children 

help you with cooking, you measure and mix with them. When 

you go to the grocery store - try new fruits and vegetables, talk 

about different foods and packaging, and the texture and aromas 

of the foods. The most enjoyable STEAM activity of all is when 

you engage in water play with your kids…filling and emptying 

containers.   You will be amazed and delighted at the science 
experiments your children will demonstrate at our Science Fair.   

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

To all our parents, extended family members, and Grace Episcopal Chruch members who came to our Supper with 
Santa and Christmas Program!  Despite a few tears here and there, the children were beautiful as they showcased 
their Christmas singing talents and the dinner cooked by Ms. Isabel was delicious as always!   Our awesome Santa, 
Mr. Bob Olsen was charming and happy to be a part of our event! Thank you to all our Grace families for your 
generosity towards our teachers, staff, events and our community outreach programs.   Your generous response 
helped ensure that needy children had some Christmas presents. Without your help it might have been a very bleak 
holiday for them!  You embody what Grace Episcopal stands for…kindness, caring, and helping those who are less 
fortunate.   It is so much appreciated. We welcome any suggestions             
 you have for changes or additions. Thank you for your       support of our 
church and school support!. 

 

 

January 2020 

Mailing Address 

4040 West Bellfort 

Houston, TX  77025 
 

School/Office Entrance 

9939 Woodwind Dr. 

Phone 

 832-831-9086 
 

edolia@graceinhouston.org 

candice@graceinhouston.org  

 

Thank you! Thank You! Thank You!  

 

BOOK AUTHOR VISIT 



  

LETTER FROM THE VICAR 

Happy New Year! 

 We are excited to welcome everybody back (or for the first time) after the holidays, and we look forward to learning 

and growing together in 2020! 

  Over the break, we have been hard at work to improve the experience of those who share time on our campus.  

Teachers and Administration have trained to implement our new school wide “We Can” classroom management 

system.  We are excited that this approach will facilitate a more consistent educational environment and experience for 

children as they grow up through their classes at Grace.  This is also an important foundation for continued 

developments of our curriculum and pedagogy yet to come. 

 Our kitchen—in operation 5 days a week to provide two meals and two snacks daily to our students—is being renovated 

and improved (along with the adjacent restrooms) for the first time since it’s construction in the 1980’s. The project 

will result in expanded storage capacity, better security, more systematic organizing, and new shiny surfaces easier to 

keep clean.  We had hoped and planned for all improvements to be completed before January 6, but workers are still 

putting the final touches on the project.  Please be patient with us—we’re doing this for you!  All work should be 

finished this this week. 

 If you and your child are new to Grace this year, I look forward to meeting you in the days to come. 

Please know that Grace Episcopal Church and School is an open, welcoming, and an inclusive community – a place 

where everybody is loved and accepted!  If you are looking for a spiritual community to be a part of your family’s joy 

and wellness, we invite you to visit our worship or another activity sometime.  You can learn more about the church at 

graceinhouston.org. 

 We pray that God will bless our teachers, our children, and your families this year in special ways.  Have a great 

2020! 

  

In peace, 

The Rev. Scott Painter, Vicar 

vicar@graceinhouston.org 

 

mailto:vicar@graceinhouston.org


 

 

Happy New Year! 
 

Hope everyone enjoyed their holiday season. 
We want to give a big thank you to our parents for their participation in our Christmas Party and gift exchange. 
December was a very exciting and blessed month. We had a special visit from Santa and enjoyed taking pictures with 
him. Our Christmas party/gift exchange was a success. For the month of January our theme will be Winter we learn 
how to dress for winter, about artic animals and different winter treats you can eat and drink. Our art will be footprint 
penguins, cotton ball polar bears, and melted snowmen. We will also enjoy the stories “Polar Bear, Polar Bear” by Eric 
Carl, “Snowy Day” by Ezra Jack Keats, and “The Mitten” by Jan Brett 
 

Thank you, First Steps parents, for all you do!  
  

Ms.  April  Ms. Cynthia  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Butterflies Family! 

January will be filled with lots of fun activities and events. Our children are going to be so busy this month. They are 
going to be learning about our American Civil Rights leader Martin Luther King Jr., about Chinese New Year and winter. 
As always, our babies will participate in a various amount of activities in keeping with our theme of Winter Fun. Such  
as ice painting, observing ice floating and melting, reading the story book “Polar Bear, Polar Bear” by Eric Carle, etc.  
We are excited and looking forward to introducing the new curriculum to our learning environment. We ensure it will 
be a fantastic experience as we explore new things.  
December was an awesome month. We learned so many things like how to share by doing our gift exchange, and how 
to celebrate together at our Christmas Party. What we loved the most was our pajama day where everyone got to 
wear their favorite pajamas. We are proud of our babies and amazed at how fast they are growing. We look forward 
to continuing to grow and learn together. We truly appreciate your kindness, and may God bless you and your family 
this new year. Happy 2020 everyone! 
 

Ms. Julia             Ms. Dina   Ms. Jennifer 

 

 
 

 

 

Happy New Year Honeybee Family! 
 

As we take a moment to look back on 2019, it was a year filled with joy, laughter, happiness, and learning. As we look forward to a 
promising new year, we are confident that 2020 will be a year filled with much love and many adventures. The Honeybee class will 
start the year learning about Winter Wonderland and continuing with motor skills with some winter hands-on fun such has tossing 
pretend snowballs, crawling in and out of a pretend igloo, snowy sensory play, and create footprint penguins and shaving cream polar 
bears art. We will also enjoy the stories “Polar Bear, Polar Bear” by Eric Carl and “Snowy Day” by Ezra Jack Keats. 
As we look back on December, it was a month of adventures. We enjoyed our Christmas party and everything we learned. There were 
holiday celebrations, Santa Claus, the baby Jesus, and more. Everyone in the Honeybee class has taken a giant step in growing. Elliot 
is now eating table food and enjoying it. Emmy is now walking by herself and she is on the move. Lars is standing by himself and he is 
close to taking a step. Lucy is also standing and walking with the help of a walking toy. Hannah is now scooting backwards and moving 
about. Rowan is using the push toys to move about on his knees and becoming more independent. Ace is walking with the help of a 
push toy and enjoying every step. Maddison is trying to pull up on everything and is learning a lot.  
As we move into January, we are excited for the Open House/ Science Fair at the end of the month. 
Thank you, Honeybee family, for everything.  
 

 Ms. Roxana   Ms. Sylvia   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INFANT ‘A’ BUTTERFLIES 

             INFANT ‘B’ HONEYBEES 

FIRST STEPS KITTENS 



 
 

 

 

Welcome back parents and Happy New Year! Hope everyone enjoyed their loved ones and had a wonderful break. 
First, we would like to say thank you for all the participation last year and we hope you enjoyed our annual Christmas, 
program and supper with Santa. We enjoyed as a class the experience the magic of the Polar Express! As December has 
ended, we had fun learning about the letter “S”, the numbers one through ten in English and Spanish, making snow, a 
handprint Santa Claus, footprint Christmas trees, and cotton ball snowmen. We loved reading “Pete the Cat Saves 
Christmas,” “Llama Lama Jingle Bells,” and “Merry Christmas Mouse.” We also learned the new vocabulary words Santa, 
reindeer, snow, sun, snake, and sand.  
This month we look forward to learning our days of the week, the 5 senses, the letter “T”, continuing our numbers through 

20, and learning the words turtle, tree, tiger, tractor, and tie. We will make crafts and read books to help us learn.  
          

Ms. Maggie    Ms. La’Carmen 

 
 
 

 

The month of December was full of excitement and lots of learning activities! We enjoyed practicing in writing the letter “C” 
using red sand and learning all about Christmas. We also learned about winter animals as we created winter murals. The children 
enjoyed learning more numbers to count in Spanish, Practicing ASL and learning the days of the week. We also enjoyed our 
Christmas program.  
January will kick off the new year learning about winter. We will talk about the letter “B,” bears, balls and the colors black, brown, 
and blue. We will have a variety of centers ready to explore as we implement our new curriculum. We are also looking forward 
to the open house and STEAM fair happening on January 31st.  
 

Thank you so much for all your help and participation.   
 
 

Ms. Sabrina                  Ms. Rokesha     

 

 
 

Welcome Back Bridge Class Students and Parents! 
We hope everyone had a good Christmas. January is a new year for the Bridge class. We are going to focus classroom 
management by staying in centers, cleaning up our toys after we are finished playing with them, becoming star helpers, and 
enhance our self-help skills. We are looking forward to creating snowflakes using paint and foam and paper plate penguins and 
snow play. We will learn about the letter “M” and things that begin with the letter “M”. We will also make a moose and a mouse 
out of the letter to help us remember our letter sounds. For math we are going to focus on counting objects up to 25 by ones, 
and sorting. For science we are going to do an instant rainbow experiment, ice painting, magic milk, and make snow. We are 
looking forward to reading “If You Give as Mouse a Cookie,” and “All About Winter.”  
   

Ms. Eva   Ms. Stephanie     Ms. Diana 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 PRE-TODDLER PUPS  

    TODDLER DOVES  

BRIDGE TURTLES   

 

 

 

Happy New Year and welcome back! 
 

We hope you enjoyed the holidays! We are excited to start implementing the new curriculum in the class. It will be a process, 
but the end result will be very rewarding.  We will start with our classroom management by assigning weekly helpers, jobs and 
daily task. The month of January theme will be “winter.” Our children will learn about animals that live in cold climates and about 
the continent Antarctica in several sensory activities. We will review numbers 1-12 for recognition, letters “C” and “O” recognition 
by sight and beginning sound, geometric shape (circle) …drawing circles will help our children with letter formation and will also 
introduce time  
We are looking forward to our annual Open House/ Science Fair on January 31st.  
 
 

 

Ms. Tania  Ms. Debra   
 

PRE-K THANKFUL 3’S   

 



Welcome to our Grace Family 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

  

Happy New Year to everyone!  

The Pre-K Four class will be introduced to a myriad of activities through our new curriculum that will expose our children to 

more learning domains.  The Giraffes will continue reviewing our sight words (tricky words), handwriting, and our counting skills 

as we continue preparing for the upcoming transition to kindergarten.  We look forward to learning about snow through 

exploring, predicting, and observing, the physical properties of snow.  In honoring of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. we will discuss 

what we want to be when we grow up, making friends regardless of skin color and respecting each other.  We will also read and 

discuss “Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr”.  This discussion is important to the children’s social/personal 

development.  We are working hard to establish a sense of community and respect for each other’s ideas, thoughts, as well as 

other’s personal space.  We will also talk about the rules of engagement and how we are to treat others and how we want to be 

treated (The Golden Rule). 

Thank You for All of Your Support, 
 

Ms. Clementine  Ms. Ruby    

 

    
 
The month of January is an exciting time for Bible Fun. It is a new year and a new month; a time of new beginnings. 

We will start the month with Matthew 2:1-12, talking about Epiphany, about the star and the wise men, their gifts, 

and what they found. The second week of January we will learn about baptism, how Jesus was baptized, and how 

Jesus' baptism made God happy in Matthew 3:13-17. During the third week of January we will talk about what 

"Messiah" means from John 1:41. For the final week of January we will talk about being "fishers of men" from 

Matthew 4:16.  

We are hoping that these passages from Matthew will help us shed some light in this darker part of the year and help 

us usher in a new year of contemplation and understanding.  

 

PRE-K FOUR GIRAFFES  

Children’s Bible Fun   

 

Ms. Kara will be joining our Grace Pre-K Team, 

but has been teaching and caring for children for 

the last 9 years. She is a Texan native with a love 

for reading and video games. She loves her dog 

and hopes to spend time in the sun this spring. 

She is a student at the University of Houston – 

Downtown and is working to become a fourth-grade elementary 

school teacher.  

Ms. Kara believes in building strong relationships with students in 

her care. Spending time in the classroom with her students makes 

her day 10 times better. Ms. Kara feels the relationship between 

teachers and parents needs to be strong and have good 

communication to help teachers best serve the children in their 

care. Kara looks forward to getting to know each of the students in 

her classroom and their parents.  

 

Ms. Maite will be joining us as our curriculum 

coordinator. She has been working with children 

for 8 years, and 7 of those years have been with 

infants. She is a University of Houston graduate 

with a bachelor’s degree in English and a minor  

In Human Development and Family Studies. She enjoys reading 

and writing and hopes to one day publish a children’s book along 

with several other books. During her free time, she likes going on 

bike rides and traveling with her friends and family. 

Ms. Maite believes that children should have a trusting 

relationship with their teachers and be able to learn in a safe 

environment where they feel welcome and understood. As an 

early childhood educator, she hopes that she can help students 

reach their goals and have fun while accomplishing them. 

 


